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SOCIAL REPORT
October is here and the count down to Christmas has begun, a busy time of year for all
motor sport as the year draws to a close. Still a few events to contest, so if you are in the
hunt for cups, take a look at the championship points to see if YOU can win, if not, have
a go anyway.
October 25th

Presentation night, please let us know if you will be attending.
Venue – the Windrush Inn, Burford road.

November 6th

AGM – at the usual venue, West Witney Social club, 8 pm.
We look forward to seeing you there.

November 20th

Skittles at the above venue, food will be laid on, so once again please
let me know if you are coming so that enough food is arranged.
Hopefully chicken and chips etc.

December 18th

Christmas Natter and Noggin’, sausage rolls and mince pies,
and count down to Christmas.

Derrick
AUTOCROSS 2009
Following talks with competitors and officials at this year’s event, your committee
(caring and thoughtful as we are) have decided that next year’s event will be two rounds,
one on the Saturday afternoon 12 to 6pm, followed by round two Sunday morning/
afternoon.
This will be beneficial to both club and competitors – two events, two entry fees, only
one travelling expense for competitors and Sunday pm/ Monday to
Travel home.
This will mean your club will need your support for that weekend, either setting up,
marshalling on one/both days and/or breaking down after the event.

Derrick (secretary)
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Competition Sec Report
Well the answer to last months question still remains unanswered. Is there
anyone out there? Cos once again not much to report on. Events seem to be
on the slow side with regard to anyone wanting to compete, (maybe it‛s the
credit crunch). Getting 1 or 2 calls but when you think a 12 car permit costs
the club £18.00 & I get 2 entries @ £10.00 each crew then it‛s not worth
running. Plus it‛s not very competitive. May as well toss a coin between the 2
crews & decide winner.
What is it we need to do? Well some new blood would be good in the club.
Anyone interested can come along to the AGM on the 6th November to
either join the committee. Don‛t have to have a job to do just be there for
ideas or giving info / feedback to the rest of us. As to be honest we think
we are doing the right thing but by the lack of entries / marshals etc
maybe we aren‛t. Failing that just come along to the AGM & give some
feedback ALL are welcome & as I mentioned anything said is better than
nothing.
Forthcoming events are as follows;
Friday 26th September – Godfrey & Claridge 12 car.
CANCELLED – only two entries!!
Sunday 19th October –

Karting to be @ Daytona in Milton Keynes.
Call Jimmy for information on 01869 243623
or 07810 885072.
Also the possibility of another karting session to
be @ Rogue racing in Aylesbury at some point in
October but again call Jimmy for info.

Not a lot at the moment as with the AGM the next comp sec can arrange
the dates for next years calendar.
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So that‛s the lot for this year. Thanks to all of those who have competed
over the year & especially to those who have organised or marshalled
events.
Look forward to seeing you all at the presentation night.

Mike H
Micolew Walkabout
The job of organising this event fell to the previous years winners who
were Peter & Jane Durnin.
So it was in from work & a quick bite to eat before bundling the kids in the
van & heading off to Steeple Aston for the start.
We arrived to find Peter & Jane in the car park along with their daughters
& that was it. So unloaded the kids & decided to try & make a quick
getaway before the masses arrived.
A quick scan of the clues to see where we are going & what we are
looking for. Plus a read through to the end to see there was treasure
needed.
Merrily we make our way along Ellie as always eager to look for the clues,
Alex just in the buggy & probably wondering what’s going on.
Just after clue 5 we had to turn left down a footpath along side a ver,y
very nice house. Toward a gate & open field which led to a kissing gate.
Great this is where the walkabout became an obstacle course for Alex &
me. What with him being in the buggy & quite comfortable it meant me
lifting him over the gates along the way. Which he found amusing,
whereas me not so much as he isn’t as little or as light as he used to be.
One of the treasure needed was an apple & it was just after this gate we
saw a apple tree in someone’s garden. Me being me wanted to jump
over the wall & acquire the needed apple from the garden but Lucy not
impressed told me to leave it. Which as it turned out later on was just as
well because we then saw another apple tree along the route which
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proved more fruitful ( excuse the pun ) where I only needed to lift Ellie up
to grab hold of an apple.
As we made our way round we were looking for clue 20. What’s under
the oak tree? As we make our way down the hill & up the other side of it
looking for an oak tree, we then find another clue number 32 Who’s
stores?
Whoa!!! What happened to the other 12 clues? What happened to clue
20’s answer? Turn around & down the hill & back up again to the top
where we then find the answer on a notice board.
Then lastly along the final stretch rounding up back where we started &
then time for me to pop back quickly to the van to collect the days
paper which was also another treasure needed.
That done we head in for a much needed pint & some sandwiches as
had been arranged by Peter & Jane.
The scores & treasure are totted up & turns out we win, which pleases Ellie
no end. Only we now need to organise next years event. So watch this
space for details.
Thanks to Peter & Jane for organising & for arranging the sandwiches for
us to munch through. A nice touch.

Mike H
Karting Final – 12 noon – 19th October at Daytona Milton Keynes.
10 minute practice and 50 minute race on the big track with the new twin
engined karts at a cost of £65. Names as quick as possible to Jimmy please.

Witney Autocross August 2008
First of all apologies to party animals everywhere for the cancellation of the disco on the
Autocross weekend. The proximity of the barn to the grainstore where tractors and
trailers were reversing in and out until late made it too risky. The difficult season has led
to a number of serious accidents involving rushed harvesting operations in the UK this
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year and we didn’t want to add any more. Thanks to our guys working all hours and a bit
of opportunism we got our crops in before any drop off in quality occurred.
I have had a notion for a number of years of trying my SAAB 9000 on an autocross. As
we have been together for 12 years (I have actually driven the same model and colour of
9000 since 1992 is that why I am SAAB shaped?) a good send off was essential for the
18 year old with 209,000 on the clock and not worth another MOT.
Thanks to Steve Boyle for the loan of an extinguisher and for a pair of knobblies and to
Chris Wigmore for fitting them and nephew Ed for stripping out the seats, this is
motorsport on the cheap!
In the red corner Russell has another 205gti (6th?) bought off Ebay for 50 pounds. It’s a
bit low at the back though and the suspension doesn’t move and engine smokes. 5 days
to go nothing else for it but to swap axle and brakes from spare shell and change
breather pipes on engine. Check compression and all 4 cylinders are good. 3 evenings
and all Saturday and all that is left is to put the mud flaps on.
Sunday morning wake early to rain, I go out to put flaps on my car then get a call from
Lorraine with the burger van “help I am stuck in the middle of a field” so I go and find
the Landrover and a rope, how are you supposed to pull a 206 where do you hitch it? I
end up pulling her back via the axle of the trailer then hitching it up to the Landie. We
eventually get to the field, luckily drivers briefing is delayed because of rain and get
scrutineered with all 3 cars, Sunbeam included, passed ready to rock!
Russ and I decide to compete against each other on track as we are in the same class,
both front wheel drive and 130bhp although Russ is on road tyres and my car is a bit of a
tank. The knobblies on the SAAB give me good grip at the start and turn in really
strong into the bends and I am able to pull away, the only problem being it jumping out
of 2nd gear so I have to do the whole day steering it with one hand and with the other on
the gear knob.
As the track dries Russ’ lighter car has the advantage on the straights being about 10
mph faster than my 55ish. The rev limiter comes in at 55 in 2nd and putting it into 3rd
didn’t result in much extra speed. On our last run I let Russ start from the quicker side
so we don’t hold each other up as we are going for the best time. I end up 5 seconds
behind which isn’t too bad, probably would have been quicker but for listening to the
radio on the way round. Who requested the Eagles “Take it easy”. Motorhead would
have shaved some time off.
All in all it was every bit as much fun with the SAAB as I hoped it would be and I could
chuck it about at all sorts of angles with complete confidence and could leave my son
behind through the chicane which is just as important!
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Not being one to take the easy life I was also driving my Sunbeam which meant that
there wasn’t much time between races, usually a quick check of the car and more fluids
replaced (for the driver not the cars!) Being rear wheel drive the Sunbeam is always fun
to drive. I went out alongside Chris Butler with his Turbo Maestro. This is a very well
sorted car and well driven (congratulations to him for winning the ASWMC
championship again).
On my 2nd timed run I gave Chris a fright by staying alongside him all the way up to the
first bend but couldn’t stay with him through the bends the 200bhp and front wheel drive
pulling him ahead. My final run was solo and I don’t think I made any errors but I am
slightly disappointed to be 5 seconds behind the rwd Escort of Pete Moorcroft but I was
quickest of the Witney drivers which I am pleased about.
In conclusion driving a rwd and a fwd car at the same meeting was very tiring and hot
but great fun.
Thanks to Roger for laying out a great track which flowed very well and was much
appreciated by all the drivers. I drove the Sunbeam round the track a week later after it
had dried up and before I filled in the corners and scared myself, it was like a tarmac
stage and I was near flat in 4th on the top straight. Thanks to all the Marshals and
everyone who helped, they are not too numerous to name but they know who they are!
PS on the SAAB as Russell was parking the caravan it exploded in a cloud of steam as a
heater hose gave way. So after one Autocross and two nephews using it for the Autotest
it gave in at 209,001 miles.
Will it be back next year? And how long before a 2007 150bhp SAAB 9.3tid with tcs
and abs can be put out to grass? Watch this space.

Jimmy
The EXCEL Motorshow
The annual British motorshow has historically been a key part of the automotive
calendar. People make the yearly trip down to ExCeL in East London for the event with
mixed feelings. In the last few years a lot of major brands have decided to skip the show,
in favour of Geneva and Paris. This means that for the fans of Ferrari, Lamborghini and
other marques, the journey is spent hoping that enough examples are on display at other
stands.
The Heritage Enclosure, which really is car porn heaven. Peter Saywell had some of his
personal cars on display, such as his CarreraGT and Zonda and not to forget to mention
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the Koenigsegg CCX. Classic fans were treated to a great example of the Ferrari F40,
original Ford GT and classic Porsches.
Moving inside, the largest stands were home to Ford, Vauxhall, Nissan and Renault.
Ford's new Focus RS was a first show and most think they've got this car spot on. The
carbon diffuser, dual large exhausts and overall styling were popular among most
visitors.
More Lusso related were Bentley's stand, with an example of each of their current
models and there were some modified Mercedes from Brabus to keep the horsepower
fans happy. The new SL class is particularly impressive.
Land Rover had their new Concept car on display alongside a number of Range Rovers,
which are still popular in this ecocrazed world. Morgan had a popular stand with a great
selection of cars, which was great to see. If Morgan can afford to be there, why can't
Ferrari and Lamborghini?
The Ultimate Collection gave Ferrari fans a sigh of relief, with examples of the 599 and
430 Scudeia among others. A Veyron, SLR roadster, a few Spykers and another Zonda
and Koenigsegg makes this a worthwhile visit. Just a shame there was hardly any space
to walk around the cars and it was a 'VIP' area to actually get up close.
The Gumpert Apollo and other high end cars were upstairs in a special VIP lounge
which they claim is invitation only, but for £99 you can get in. Something that is not
worthwhile having an invitation only area for dealers to bring their guests, but having
advertised the Gumpert to be viewable then hiding it away from the public is a bit
cheeky.
The new Lotus Evora was on display and didn't really do what the Exige and Elise do...
it looks a bit confused in shape. And big Lotus fan’s, it was a bit disappointing , lets
hope its more successful than the Europa.
Outside was the usual driving experiences and shows, with the music festival having a
different live act on each night from Meat Loaf to Alice Cooper. Sunseeker had bought a
few yachts along which are always worth a look around.
Overall the show is a frustrating visit. It took barely an hour to walk around the main
displays and unless you're keen to view every £15k family car, then there isn't much to
keep you occupied for any longer.
The motorshow needs to improve if it’s going to regain its reputation as a mustsee show
for car fans. The rumour is that the show is just not financially worthwhile for some
manufacturers, which is a real shame. The organisers NEED the likes of Ferrari,
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Lamborghini, BMW etc to draw in more fans. The Goodwood Revival has a better
selection of cars just in the car parks.

Mike H

Magazine Ed‛s ‘Bit‛
Well, how are you all, and WHERE are you all, come to think of it. What a
state of affairs, when the committee are losing heart, it‛s a great shame. I
hate it when the trophies aren‛t awarded – it means they clog up our
cupboards! And that‛s no good at all.
Oh, by the way, don‛t forget to claim for your wins, or whatever. Please
contact Eddie Haynes who is the points co-ordinator and if he doesn‛t know,
then you won‛t get your pots!
Coming up we have the AGM – please don‛t forget to put your name forward
if you would like to be on the committee.
What could you be attempting to win this month, let‛s see (honest, they look
a lot better on your shelf than in our cupboard):
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WITNEY MOTOR CLUB
Membership Application Form
When complete, please return this
form with the correct remittance to:

Brian Pegram
152 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell, Witney,OX29 0SH

To apply for a FULL membership, a FULL driving licence must be held.
Family membership covers Husband & Wife (one of whom need not hold a full driving licence) plus children
who do not hold a driving licence.cence) plus do not hold a drivin.
Membership type
Cost
Qty
Total
ADVANCED FAMILY MEMBERSHIP*
£23.00
ADVANCED SINGLE MEMBERSHIP*
£20.00
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
£15.00
FULL SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
£12.00
SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP
£ 5.00
WMC Windscreen sticker
£ 4.00
WMC car sticker
£ 2.00
WMC sweat shirt
£15.00
WMC tee shirt
£10.00
TOTAL
Your details
Your full name
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Address

POSTCODE
Occupation
Tel no:

Home
Work
Mobile

Email address
Date
Signature
Are you a new member?
Your details will be held on a database
to enable distribution of club information only.
Please tick whichever aspects
of the club you are interested in.

Stage rallying
Autotests
Autocross
12-car rallies
Treasure Hunts
Social
Karting

*THIS OPTION IS FOR NEW MEMBERS
ONLY – INCLUDES FREE ENTRY TO A
TREASURE HUNT, AUTOTEST & 12-CAR
RALLY.
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

/
/
/
/
/
/
/

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

