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DON’T FORGET – IF YOU HAVEN’T
PAID YOUR MEMBERSHIP,
THIS WILL BE YOUR LAST
MAGAZINE!
WHAT A HORRIBLE THOUGHT!
DON’T FORGET TO SEND BRIAN

Please – when writing to Brian Pegram with a membership
(whether it be new or renewal), please make the cheque
payable to Witney Motor Club, & not to Brian.
Many thanks – removes the hassle!
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Chairman's Chat
Hello, and first and foremost thank you for your support and for voting for me to be the
next chairman of Witney Motor Club.
This brings me nicely to my first topic, the outgoing Chairman.
I would like to thank Roger for his hard work and all his effort that he put in as
Chairman of the motor club, under his leadership the club has done well, the profile of
the club is on the rise and the bank balance is good. Under Roger's tenure we have
become a established club in the ASWMC Autocross championship, and ran a highly
successful couple of rounds of the British Autocross Championship, with the chief
executive of the MSA attending and singing the praises of the quality of the running and
organisation of the event.
So from us all Roger, thank you very much.
I hope to continue raising the profile of the motor club both locally and nationally. The
Motor Show is gaining in popularity with local motoring organisations and clubs and I
hope to work more closely with Witney town as a whole and have already been chatting
to the Mayor on the subject.
The committee is looking at new different events, Such as Autosolo and more varied
navigation events other than 12 cars which have dipped in popularity.
I have made many connections with the wide variety of car clubs in Oxfordshire through
the Motor Show, and am in discussions with them about coordinating social events,
treasure hunts, navigation events etc – this will allow us all to attend better quality and
better supported events across the year.
The committee is open to ideas of which we need lots, not all will work not all will be
successful, but we can only try them. Out of these ideas other ideas will come, it is now
a time to discuss new and old ideas, just because something did not work before does
not mean it will not work now. Times have changed people’s lives and priorities have
changed, so we must change too.
17th December Natter and Noggin – the perfect time and place to let us know what you
think, and, there will be mince pies!

Steve Boyle
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Social Report
OK then, some of you missed the quiz night. Well those that turned up had a good
night. There were only four teams so with 60 questions and at 8pm it was time to start.
Round 1science and nature.
4 bring the kids
7anagram

2food and drink
5true or false
8pictures

3general+pop
6historical
9event years

Me being me, I did give a few tips on some of the answers (right or wrong as it
happens), Roger and Galina thought round six was hysterical, which was not far from
the truth.
Results are as follows:
1st
Helen and Steve (team name)
nd
2
Jess, Daniel and Jimmy
rd
3
Pam and Brian
th
4
Galina and Roger

The Winners are
G3
The Pegs
The Best

36½
24½
23½
15½

Well done to you all, thanks for coming – I enjoyed myself!
Coming up we have:
Natter and Noggin’, December 17th.
There will be a short committee meeting at 8pm with the Natter and Noggin ‘
following, so you do not need to be early, nibbles will be laid on as usual. I shall
look forward to seeing you all there.
Morning After Autotest will be on Sunday 27th December.
Venue at BMH, start time 11am (gate opens 10am).
Entries to me please.

All for now

Derrick
ANOTHER NAG – DON’T FORGET, IF YOU WANT TO RECEIVE
YOUR MAGAZINE BY EMAIL, PLEASE TELL PAM.
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Another tale from Steve
Vehicle dynamics is not the only side of Automotive testing we get involved in at my
place of work. Our Inertial navigation systems are used along with our real time Range
system to validate ADAS (Advanced Driver Assistance Systems), which are becoming
more and more prevalent on today’s cars.
ADAS encompasses new technology such as,
Adaptive Cruise Control which is cruise control which has an active radar or laser
system that measures the distance to the car in front, if the car in front brakes, the
distance between the cars decreases, when the distance gets to a predefined limit the car
brakes automatically and maintains the distance, it will also then speed up to the set
cruise speed if the car in front moves out of the way or speeds up.
Lane departure warning and Lane keeping lane departure warns you (a Buzzer) if
you wander across the white line between lanes without the indicator on, at a certain
angle and velocity.
Lane Keeping adjusts your direction by either taking control of the steering (easy these
days with electronic power steering) or by braking a wheel tugging the car back into
lane.

Crash Mitigation/Crash Avoidance using the radar or laser again to detect the distance
to an object in front. This information is the use to apply the brakes to prevent an
accident or if an accident is deemed inevitable then the car is slowed as much as possible
and the air bags primed and seat belts tensioned.
This Crash avoidance is technology that is available in the Volvo XC60 it will not Crash
at speeds below 19mph which is apparently the speeds at which most (75%) urban
crashes happen. This sort of makes a mockery of Oxfords new 20mph speed limit!
There are other versions of this such as rear end collision warning or crash detection.
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The real time Range system consists of a Hunter unit and up to 4 Targets. The Hunter is
in the car that you are testing and the information from the other Targets is transmitted
back to the Hunter via Wifi.
Each system is 2cm accurate in position this therefore lets the Hunter car know where
the other targets are with extreme accuracy. The radars themselves are only around 1m
accurate, so the Range system is very useful for the manufacturers to check the
performance of their system and to develop it.
The Targets can come in any form such as a moving car, a parked car, there is a
Backpack for pedestrians or cyclists. There is also an option to survey white lines and
make a map of the test track and then the car can drive on the map showing the distance
from the car to the lines.
This advanced technology is a high priority for manufacturers at the moment and the
information given by the range system is highly accurate and at a fast rate 100 times a
second the data is transmitted.
The types of data needed are:
Distance from car to car in several directions ,
dead ahead( longitudinal range)
Sideways offset, (lateral range), this is important to check the radar system is detecting
the car in front and not a car it is overtaking in the slow lane.

There is the speed of both cars and any other targets,
The acceleration of the test car and the targets, ie are they closing in on each other or are
they moving apart.
All this information is relayed real time via the WIFI connection allowing the engineers
to see the data and monitor the performance of their own system.
This technology is filtering down to more common every day vehicles from the likes of
Mercedes, BMWs so next time you buy a new car it might have much more technology
than ever before, but let’s hope you never need to use it – technology is no substitute for
safe driving!

Steve Boyle
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2009 Karting Championship
The last round of the year was held at Daytona Milton Keynes. I booked 15
places in an open race held on Sunday evening 1st November. It was already
dark when we started but at least it was dry.
When I took my kart out for practice it didn’t sound too good and I was being
left behind by the others. So it was back into the pits and as I hoped and
suspected only 1 engine was working. When you are in the kart you cannot
readily tell that and I guess drivers new to karting might stay out on the track.
I had time for 2 timed laps and luckily I had an almost clear track and
managed 9th on the grid, which I thought wasn’t too bad out of 29.
At the front of the race Dave Cross wasn’t having it too easy because 1 of the
16 unknown other drivers was exceedingly quick. We discovered later that he
is a racing driver and was part of a team of BMW drivers that won the 6 hour
Birketts Trophy at Silverstone the week before!
Aaron had quite a bad impact with the barrier about 2/3 through the race after
a collision. Luckily he didn’t break anything although his wrist was very
painful.
As is normal in a 40 minute race I was lapped just before the end of the race,
the leader passed without incident but as normal I was nudged into a spin at
about 60mph by one of our guys, DC this time, luckily I didn’t hit anything
or lose any places.
At the end Dave Cross was our 1st driver across the line which gave him the
Championship as well. Will was next followed by Mike Cross and that is
how the Championship worked out. In conclusion we had a good year with
between 15 and 27 drivers turning up for the races and some close racing and
a strong competitive spirit running through to the last race.
Thanks to all who took part.

Jimmy
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Magazine Editor‛s ‘Bit‛
Hi, hope you are all well and happy, I‛m glad to say that we are both fine.
Have you all been to the new shopping centre yet – shame on you if you
haven‛t, after all, it cost £50m to build it – wow, you need some return on
that sort of money. Let‛s hope they get it. It will probably be a lifeline for
Witney, so let‛s hope it works out that way and things don‛t get any worse.
One comment I‛d make (when the market traders are saying their takings
are down) is why on earth don‛t they move it – either to both sides of the
approach (on the very wide paths) from the high street or in the square at
the new shopping centre. I hope someone picks up on this.
Have you checked your lights lately – Brian and I see SO MANY cars with
only one headlight, and, in some cases, not even a sidelight on one side so
they could be taken for a motor bike – it doesn‛t bear thinking about!
Didn‛t we all have a great time at the dinner and it was lovely to see those
that had won their trophies – Brian didn‛t have a single mistake, I never
cease to be amazed how he does it!
The AGM saw a change in our committee – we welcome them in their new
positions and, as Steve has said, well done to our outgoing Chairman. I
imagine Steve will bring “new” things to the post – well done Steve for
taking it on.

Continued/
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Let‛s see what you can win this month:-

Pam

ANOTHER NAG – DON’T FORGET, IF YOU
WANT TO RECEIVE YOUR MAGAZINE BY
EMAIL, PLEASE TELL PAM.
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WITNEY MOTOR CLUB
Membership Application Form
When complete, please return this
form with the correct remittance to:

Brian Pegram
152 Brize Norton Road, Minster Lovell, Witney,OX29 0SH

To apply for a FULL membership, a FULL driving licence must be held. Make out cheques to WMC.
Family membership covers Husband & Wife (one of whom need not hold a full driving licence) plus children
who do not hold a driving licence.cence) plus do not hold a drivin.
Membership type
Cost
Qty
Total
ADVANCED FAMILY MEMBERSHIP*
£23.00
ADVANCED SINGLE MEMBERSHIP*
£20.00
FAMILY MEMBERSHIP
£15.00
FULL SINGLE MEMBERSHIP
£12.00
SOCIAL MEMBERSHIP
WMC Windscreen sticker
WMC car sticker
WMC sweat shirt
WMC tee shirt

£ 5.00
£ 4.00
£ 2.00
£15.00
£10.00
TOTAL
Your details

Your full name (pse state if new)
Address

POSTCODE
Occupation
Tel no:

Home
Work
Mobile

Email address
Date
Signature
Are you a new member?
Your details will be held on a database
to enable distribution of club information only.
Please tick whichever aspects
of the club you are interested in.
*THIS OPTION IS FOR NEW MEMBERS
ONLY – INCLUDES FREE ENTRY TO A
TREASURE HUNT, AUTOTEST & 12-CAR
RALLY.

Stage rallying
Autotests
Autocross
12-car rallies
Treasure Hunts
Social
Karting

PLEASE TICK THE BOX IF YOU REQUIRE YOUR MAGAZINE BY EMAIL:
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Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

/
/
/
/
/
/
/

No
No
No
No
No
No
No

